Family coping during critical illness.
While some family members of critically ill patients effectively manage the stress of critical illness, others invoke coping responses that are ineffective and hinder patients' recovery. Critical care nurses and advanced practice nurses can enhance positive coping strategies of family members. This study examines the use and effectiveness of coping responses of family members. Strategies are suggested to facilitate effective coping of family members during the crisis of critical illness, including family attendance during invasive procedures and resuscitation efforts.